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11 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them,
“Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a
colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here.
3
If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs
it and will send it back here shortly.’”
4
They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway.
As they untied it, 5 some people standing there asked, “What are you
doing, untying that colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus had told them to,
and the people let them go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their
cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the
fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,
“Hosanna!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
10
“Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
11
Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked
around at everything, but since it was already late, he went out to
Bethany with the Twelve.
1. Have you ever met a well-known celebrity, sports figure,
politician, or someone else in the public spotlight?
Describe the experience.
2. Jesus always does the unexpected. What would you say was
unexpected about the way he enters Jerusalem?
--John 12:12-18
12

The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard
that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches
and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord! (Psalm 118:2-26) Blessed is the king
of Israel!” 14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written:

15

“Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion;
see, your king is coming,
seated on a donkey’s colt.” (Zechariah 9:9)

3. In light of the welcome Jesus received, what do you think were
the expectations of the crowd? The disciples? (See Mark 10:37).
For what do you think Jesus was hoping?
4. When you first recognized Jesus’ presence, how did he ride into
your life?
• As the Conquering Hero forcing you into submission?
• As the Gentle King bringing peace?
• As the White Knight rescuing you?
• In another way?
--How does Jesus enter into your life now?
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At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was
glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him
and that these things had been done to him. 17 Now the crowd that was
with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from
the dead continued to spread the word. 18 Many people, because they
had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. 19 So
the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere.
Look how the whole world has gone after him!”
5. How have you misunderstood or been disappointed by Jesus’
purposes for your life, praising him one day and despairing the
next?
6. What are specific ways these passages teach you to welcome
Jesus into your life?
• Name others ways you can welcome Jesus into your life.

